[Effect of age and body weight on the insulin, glucagon and somatotropin content of the human blood].
Insulin, glucagon and somatotropin content in the blood of men and women with the normal and excess body weight was investigated by means of radioimmunoassay. The age of the persons under study ranged from 20 to 99 years old. It has been established that insulin and somatotropin concentration remains unchanged and that of glucagon increases with aging. When the body weight is excessive the blood insulin and glucagon levels rise, whereas that of somatotropin lowers. The differences between glucagon and somatotropin concentrations in persons with the normal and excessive body weight disappear with aging.